Linby cum Papplewick Primary School
Homework Policy
Research shows that learning for children is more powerful if parents, as well as
school, are part of the experience. As such we value our shared responsibility for
the education of our pupils - homework is one of the ways in which this partnership
is enabled. Homework gives parents the opportunity to see some of the aspects of
their children’s learning and discuss work and support their children with it.
Homework gives the children opportunity to organise their own learning and
provides activities where they may need help from parents i.e. collecting
information, a trip to a library, discussing ideas, devising strategies to learn
spellings, testing of knowledge, reading for meaning and decoding and
understanding words.
It also provides opportunities for children to experience thinking alone and making
their own decisions to further develop their independence.
Aims Of Policy





To ensure that the parents understand that homework tasks develop and
change as children get older.
To ensure, as far as possible, that everyone knows the homework
expectation each week.
To ensure children receive appropriate feedback from the teacher for the task
set.
To ensure consistency throughout the school in following the policy.

Purposes of Homework









To provide a link between the school and the home. To improve the quality of
the learning experience offered to children.
To develop a partnership between the school and parents in pursuit of the
aims of the school.
To provide the opportunity for parents and children to enjoy working together
To provide opportunities for consolidating work and reinforcing skills and
understanding, particularly in Literacy and Numeracy.
To encourage children as they grow older to develop the confidence and self
discipline needed to study on their own and to prepare them for the
requirements of secondary school.
To better equip children for lessons the following week.
To further develop investigative and learning skills, to equip them for life.

Homework Tasks and ideas for parents to use to help their children
At Key Stage One
The most important area of homework is reading together (adult to child and
child to adult). Regular reading with parents/carers is vital.
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Fostering a real love for books, and understanding of other forms of writing - by
reading children stories, poems, articles, comics, invitations, instructions, cookery
and information books, that are above their own level of reading.
Talking with them about their own book choices and those made when parent reads
to child.
Practicing maths skills (maths target ladders) and doing RM easimaths once/twice a
week.
Short activities of different kinds - simple games, spellings, using the ideas from the
parent’s booklet regularly and making it fun.
Practising writing and number activities (counting backwards and forwards in
different steps, number bonds (pairs to 10, doubles, halves, times tables), those
provided by the teacher and others that arise in the home i.e. writing birthday cards
to friends, lists for shopping; Christmas; birthdays; notes about things to remember,
reading and writing thank you notes, letters, party invitations, letters from school,
counting pocket money etc.
Opportunities for the children to talk about what they are learning and practise key
skills, such as: matching, building, making, and prediction through their daily
activities outside school.
Opportunities to develop their listening and speaking skills to the full, by playing
board games, cards, collecting pamphlets and other information when they are out,
finding out more about places they visit. Opportunities for them to spend and
manage money e.g. shopping, buying car park tickets, bus and train fares. Plan
simple cycle rides and walks, (draw their attention to road signs and other
environmental print). Opportunities for measuring – weighing/length/time –
cooking/DIY/using timetables/calendars/clocks/ TV magazines etc.
Help children to notice and take an interest in the world around them and encourage
them to ask questions.
At Key Stage Two
As with KS1 the most important area is still developing reading skills, reading
together, adult to child and child to adult even in year 6! Regular weekly reading
with parents/carers is still very important and will help children develop into
competent fluent readers.
When reading with or to the children adults should regularly check their child’s
understanding of the story or text, identify whether they are responding to the
punctuation, can understand the vocabulary and read aloud with intonation.
Reading could help open up further conversation, and extend the children’s
understanding about what they have read.
Reading and writing opportunities arise all the time outside of school.
Share newspapers, explore what is going on in other parts of the world, follow
sports; collect results, make predictions about matches i.e. football league.
Playing board games, cards, collecting pamphlets and finding out about places they
visit.
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Practicing maths skills (maths target ladders) and doing RM easimaths twice a
week.

Opportunities to spend and manage money, reinforce and develop the concept of
time - timetables, countdown to important events.
Plan cycle and car routes, read maps together, draw their attention to road signs
and other environmental print. Opportunities for measuring – weighing/length/time –
cooking/DIY/using timetables/calendars/clocks/ TV magazines etc.

Other homework tasks may also include:







more intensive work on reading skills
reading for enjoyment,
finding out information and selecting key facts eg From encyclopaedias, internet,
etc
preparing an oral presentation,
completing writing assignments,
completing any unfinished tasks.

Our recommended weekly timings and content
Ash & Elm (key stage 1)
Reading daily to and with the child, maths targets & RM Maths, practising current
words lists and other activities if appropriate.
(Approximately 1hour 45 minutes a week)
Fir (Key stage 2)
Reading daily to include reading with the child, independent reading, children being
read to, spellings, maths targets & RM Maths, times tables and other activities as
appropriate. (Approximately 2 hours 15 mins weekly)
Oak ( Key stage 2 )
Independent reading daily and being read to, maths targets & RM Maths, number
activities and other activities as appropriate. (Approximately 2 hours 45 mins
weekly)
NB: Better to practise little and often than all in one go!
The role of the class teacher
To meet with parents new to the class at the beginning of the autumn term to explain
class routines including homework.
To provide an outline of the topic at the beginning of each term/half term and any
specific suggested activities to support learning (e-mail).
To provide an outline to parents of the homework tasks through the “Keeping in
Touch” booklet and by e-mail.
Provide guidance on how parents may support their children.
To set up regular homework.
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To provide opportunities for parents to discuss their child’s work.
To check that the homework is meeting pupils needs.
Role of Headteacher
To monitor Homework policy in practice.
To discuss with staff how far policy is being successfully implemented.
To meet with parents if appropriate.

Role of parents & carers in supporting children.
To provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place where the child can do their
homework.
To encourage and praise the children when they have completed their homework
tasks.
To become actively involved in homework activities.
To sign the “Keeping in Touch booklets” and to ensure that they are aware of the
expectation the school has of their child.
Special Needs
If at any stage the school has concerns regarding the lack of progress by any
children, a different homework programme will be suggested to parents through
consultation with the class teacher and if necessary through liaison with the Special
Needs Co-ordinator.
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